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BC SUPREME COURT RULES AGAINST CONCERN TROLL 
FATHER

QORALMAE WYCFELD

BC Supreme Court Judge, Gregory Bowden, 
decided that a 14 year old boy is able to consent 
to his own medical treatments and be allowed 
to proceed with hormone replacement therapy 
(HRT) despite objections from the boy?s father. 
The boy, A.B., had been planning to start HRT 
last summer with the support of his mother, but 
had been blocked by his father over concerns of 
the alleged risks the treatment carries. The 
father was unable to provide sufficient evidence 
of any risks and Bowden suggested that the 
father was ?delaying proceedings as a way of 
preventing his son from obtaining the gender 
transition treatment that he seeks.?

Even though the court ruled in favor of 
accessing HRT, A.B.?s autonomy was seen as 
less important than his father?s claim of 
ownership to his child?s body. HRT is not seen 
as necessary care and so was delayed although 
HRT is a safe and common treatment used by 
both cis and trans people. HRT is routinely used 
by postmenopausal cis women to bring their 

hormones into the ?normal? range and prevent 
things like osteoporosis, Yet trans women are 
routinely denied HRT or have their treatment 
ceased for incredibly arbitrary reasons such as 
not wearing makeup to an appointment or for 
having read the wrong books as a child.

Choose Your Gatekeeper: pat riarchal 
state or j i l t ed f ather

HRT is only ever seen as risky or damaging 
when used by trans people. This medical and 
legal double standard is rooted in the 
conservative impulse to  assimilate at best and 
eliminate at worst a growing trans population. 
On top of this, there is nothing to stop a future 
government from undoing this decision, and 
causing more harm to trans youth. For example, 
BC stopped offering bottom surgeries through 
its public health plan in 1988 only to offer it 
again in 1993 when it was deemed ?medically 
necessary.?

Cont...



WE NEED SAFE HOUSES NOT SAFE SPACES!

Both the boy?s mother and doctors agreed that 
the boy understood the treatment and all it 
entails, so why was the father still able to delay 
it? Why did it take a judge?s ruling for him to be 
able to proceed with a widely accepted medical 
treatment? In BC, children and teenagers are 
already recognized as being able to consent to 
medical care without parental consent so why 
was this case treated differently? We are told 
that trans people are recognized as full citizens 
with their own autonomy but there still exists a 
tiered social system where our needs are only 
seen as legitimate so long as they don?t 
inconvenience or make anyone else 

uncomfortable. It is an unchallengeable good 
that A.B. is able to proceed with his desired 
course of treatment but this ruling does little to 
recognize an individual?s right to self 
determination of their gender. 

   

SASHA MANNEQUIN

On April 21, the San Francisco Chronicle ran 
the headline: ?A NATIONAL FIRST: SF 
OPENS SAFE HOUSE FOR EMBATTLED 
TRANSGENDER YOUTHS.? Later the phrase 
?safe house? was changed to ?safe space?.

The article goes on to glowingly describe the 
two year housing program for six trans youth, 
run by Larkin Street Youth Services, the largest 
homeless youth organization in San Francisco. 
The transitional housing shelter opened this 
year, and is being hailed - both in the article and 
on social media - as a major step forward for 
trans people.

It is certainly clear that the need for trans-only 
social housing, even trans women only social 
housing, is dire. Family rejection is still very 
common among trans people leading to trans 
youth kicked out of homes more-so than other 
lgbt people, and gendered oppression casting us 
out of the traditional workforce, leading to 
abject poverty.

As the Chronicle article points to, both general 
and nominally trans-inclusive women?s only 
shelters are toxic places for trans women. BRH 
member Suela wrote in a previous newsletter:

?Trans inclusive? women?s shelters posture as a 
spaces free of gender violence. However, often 
times these spaces operate on a false narrative 
that gender violence against cis women enacted 
by cis men is absolutely intolerable while gender 
violence enacted by cis women on to trans 
women is merely an annoyance or a conflict of 
?opinions.?

But like other shelters, Larkin Street Youth 
Services wields restrictive power over the trans 
youth who live in their building. Residents of 
the shelter must spend 30 hours a week 
attending classes, working or looking for a job. 
In other words, become a licit, exploitable 
worker under capitalism or get pushed out 
onto the street.
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Bread, Roses, and Hormones is a campaign of the revolutionary anti-colonial and anti-capitalist political 
organization Alliance Against Displacement coordinated by working class trans people in the lower 
mainland.

Email us at: organizeBRH@gmail.com

Bread, Roses and Hormones organizes on unceded Coast Salish Territories.

CONTACT US:

The shelter takes 30 percent of income that 
the youth make if they work, to be given 
back after the two year program.

When a place that openly surveils and 
controls trans people in poverty gets called a 
safe space, and when the Vancouver Police 
Department can run the Safe Place program 
aimed at LGBTQS+ people, the question 
must be, ?safe from who??

It may be worthwhile to abandon the social 
justice ?safe space? language when we talk 
about trans housing, and instead talk about 
safe houses.

When Marsha P Johnson and Silvia Rivera 
founded the modern trans movement in 
1970 with the birth of Street Transvestite 
Action Revolutionaries (STAR,) one of their 
key concerns was housing street and 
homeless gay and trans people. Using the 
money they made with sex work, Johnson 
and Rivera would rent two hotel rooms and 
sneak up to 50 homeless people into them. 
Later, they would found the STAR House, a 
house premised on sex work and 
revolutionary politics.
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It was the first LGBT youth shelter in 
North America, and it was a safe house for 
sex work, radical politics (STAR became 
part of the Young Lords, a Black Panther 
modeled Puerto Rican revolutionary 
group) and the petty theft that was 
necessary for survival.

Almost five decades later, what Larkin 
Street Youth Services is offering trans 
people couldn?t be further from the STAR 
vision. Having our lives controlled by social 
workers will never provide safety. Many 
trans people do illicit work and activities as 
part of survival and only housing outside 
the non-profit sphere can provide trans 
people safety and freedom.
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