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LAURA PAUL

On October 21, 2018 the New York Times 
published an article entitled ?Transgender? Could Be 
Defined Out of Existence Under Trump 
Administration based on a document leaked from 
the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services. According to this leak, the Trump 
administration is attempting to establish a legal 
definition of ?sex? under title IX of Federal law, 
?the civil rights law that bans gender discrimination 
in education programs that receive government 
financial assistance.? The legal definition of sex 
would narrowly define gender as a ?biological, 
immutable condition determined by genitalia at 
birth.? The reasoning behind the proposed 
legislation, that also calls for genetic testing to 
resolve any ?disputes? about a person?s sex, is that 
the ?lack of clarity? around the legal definition of 
sex in the past government allowed the Obama 
administration to ?wrongfully extend civil rights 
protections to people who should not have them.? 
This legislation would virtually render trans and 

intersex people outside the sphere of civil rights 
protections? in legal terms, non-persons. 

Many racialized and working class gay and trans 
people know that the law has never been there to 
protect us, yet this news still hit us hard. Miss 
Major, a trans elder and activist tweeted: ?after 70 
years I?m here to tell you that the system has 
always tried to break us. All us trans girls know we 
got to depend on each other and when enough 
bitches come together we can burn it down and 
use the ashes to build the motherfucking mansions 
we deserve.?
 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION AND TERFS UNITE ON 
DEFINITION OF GENDER

People gather at a rally for LGBTQI+ rights at Washington Square Park on Oct. 21, 2018 in New York City, after a memo 
leaked reporting that the Trump administration is considering re-defining gender. Yana Paskova



B.C NDP DECISION TO SUBSIDIZE TRANS WOMEN?S SURGERY 
WON?T SAVE TRANS LIVES

Dean Spade, a trans activist and scholar, wrote in 
an article, Right Wing Fantasies About Gender are 
Killing Trans People, Spade argues that ?even the 
rumors of such a policy is enough to stir increased 
transphobic action by low-level bureaucrats at 
shelters, welfare offices, DMVs, schools and other 
places where there is the power to make trans 
people?s? lives difficult and dangerous.? Spade 
continues, ?these plans could create a norm that 
keeps trans people out of basic services and makes 
us more vulnerable to discrimination and violence. 
Trans people could see renewed and enhanced 
barriers in health care, education, employment, and 
ID.? Spade identifies that the policy is part of a ? 
broader patriarchal and authoritarian ideology 
about enforcing a gendered worldview that 
constrains everyone, especially those most touched 
by state systems that target and control the lives of 
poor people and people of color.? 

In a society where men dominate all aspects of 
social and economic life, masculinity is not an 
essential quality but an institution of power. 
Inversely, femininity is defined through that 
institution of power; to be a woman is to have your 
very being defined in opposition to manhood. Trans 
women and cis women stand in social opposition 
to men alike. Black women also stand in opposition 
to white women who have internalized the logic of 
patriarchal white supremacy. Trans women stand in 
opposition to cis women who have internalized the 
logic of patriarchy and use their gender power in 
the service of trans women?s social and material 
extinction. If sex is defined as what the far 
right-wing American State finds easy to 
?administer? then TERFs are wrong: biological sex 
is not an essential quality, it is being legislated by 
the stroke of a President?s pen.

SASHA MANNEQUIN

On November 16th, the BC government 
announced that publicly funded genital 
reconstruction will now be available within the 
province. Previously trans people had to travel to 
Quebec for a publicly funded option, leading to 
potential medical complications caused by the trip. 
More surgeons are also being hired to perform 
breast and chest surgery.

Recovering from major surgery requires time off 
work and a social support network: two things that 
are unavailable to many trans women. Removing the 
additional burden of traveling to Montreal will make 
the process less daunting so the decision to 
provide publicly funded bottom surgery for trans 
people is very welcome, and potentially life 
changing for some of our working class trans 
comrades. However, the trans surgery system in 
BC is rooted in sexism, hypocrisy and tired 
stereotypes 

about trans women.

A BROKEN SYSTEM

The criteria for publicly funded breast 
augmentation for trans women is so tightly defined 
that it barely exists as an option. According to the 
Trans Care BC website, breast augmentation is only 
available if, after being on hormones for at least 18 
months, you have had ?little to no breast growth? 
(smaller than a AA cup)? or ?significant asymmetric 
growth? as determined by a surgeon.

Meanwhile, chest construction surgery aimed at 
trans men does not require hormone therapy, or a 
certain cup size. It is always easier to ?become? a 
man than to ?become? a woman in patriarchal 
society.

Marchers at the 8th annual Toronto Trans March holding a 
banner reading, ?Non-profit$ destroy Trans Communities?



Bread, Roses, and Hormones! is a campaign for working class trans people in the lower mainland 
convened by the anti-capitalist and anti-colonialist political organization Alliance against Displacement. 

Email us at: organizeBRH@gmail.com

Bread, Roses and Hormones organizes on unceded Coast Salish Territories.
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(smaller than a AA cup)? or ?significant asymmetric growth? as determined by a surgeon.

Meanwhile, chest construction surgery aimed at trans men does not require hormone therapy, or a 
certain cup size. It is always easier to ?become? a man than to ?become? a woman in patriarchal society.

Lydia Rabichuck, a trans woman who received public breast augmentation in Vancouver, says that in her 
qualifying interview for surgery she was asked questions like what books she read as a kid (girls books or 
boys books), and what toys she played with. Rabichuck felt that getting surgery rested on telling the 
interviewer what they wanted to hear: that she had been  emblematic of the patriarchal image of 
femininity her whole life.

THE CONTRADICTIONS OF TRANS CARE

Bottom surgery in BC was delisted from public insurance in 1988 until it was deemed a ?medically 
necessary service? in 1993 and refunded. So long as government controls access to surgery, hormones 
and other trans healthcare, every right trans people have won through struggle can be stripped away if the 
political climate changes.

When trans people are cast out of the licit workforce, when we do sex work or face homelessness 
because we are trans or when we turn to addiction to insulate from our trauma, the government punishes 
us. But the only option for working class people in terms of healthcare is to be dependent on the 
government for so it becomes necessary to shut up and receive the marginal benefits the government 
provides us.

Politicizing trans healthcare starts by teaching each other what to say to get the care we need, exposing 
the hypocrisies and abuses of the trans healthcare system. The NDP does not care about  trans people, 
nor has it had a change in heart. Bottom surgery is being brought to B.C because militant trans activists 
have shown in our decades of organizing that healthcare is inadequate. Instead of celebrating the State, let 
us celebrate our trans elders who gave their lives so the current NDP government had no choice but to 
begin to recognize our needs.  
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